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Monthly Oversight Summary Report No. 34 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Month of October (September 29,2003- October 3I, 2003) 
BVSPC 0/S Dates: October 2 and 30, 2003 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of Responsibility 
Personnel 

Montgomery Watson Harza 3 Respondent's General Contractor 

Indiana Department of I State Regulatory Agency 
Environmental Management 

Black & Veatch Special 1 USEP A Oversight Contractor 
Projects Corp. 

Austgen 2 Electrical Contractor 

Ryan Construction 2 General Contractor 

US Floors 3 Flooring Contractor 

Simalabs I GWTP Sampling Contractor 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Montgomery Watson Harza reported that American Chemical Service employees 
observed odors coming from the On-Site Containment Area Still Bottoms Pond Area in­
situ soil vapor extraction system blower shed building# 1 on September 30, 2003, after 
Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 shut down. 
Austgen reprogrammed the control logic for the operation of the in-situ soil vapor 
extraction system blowers. 
Ryan Construction installed check valves in the On-Site Containment Area Still Bottoms 
Pond Area and Off-Site Containment Area in-situ soil vapor extraction systems. 
Montgomery Watson Harza measured water levels in select in-situ soil vapor extraction 
system wells. 

Montgomery Watson Harzareplaced a24-volt supplier pack to Thermal Oxidizer Unit2 . 
Ryan Construction completed installing the ventilation fan in the compressor room. 
Montgomery Watson Harza replaced the filters in the nanofiltration unit. 
Austgen continued working on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 
nanofiltration unit. 

US Floors installed an epoxy sealant on the groundwater treatment plant floors. 
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• Simalabs collected the monthly compliance san1ple from the groundwater treatment plant 

on October 29, 2003. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza held biweekly construction coordination meetings on October 

2, I6, and 30, 2003. 

Activities Performed: 
Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that it received a phone call from Tom Froman of American 

Chemical Services (ACS) reporting that odors were observed around the On-Site Containment Area 

(ONCA) Still Bottoms Pond Area (SBPA) in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system on the evening of 

September 30, 2003. MWH reported that it logged into the control system and found that Thermal 

Oxidizer Unit 2 and the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower had shut down; however, the Off-Site 

Containment Area (OFCA) ISVE system blower continued to operate. With Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 not 

operating, the vapors from the OFCA ISVE system passed through the header system at the groundwater 

treatment plant (GWTP) back through the piping to the ONCA SBPA ISVE system and into the blower 

shed. MWH reported that it did not have equipment installed in the ISVE systems to prevent backflow 

in the system. MWH reported that it immediately shut down the OFCA ISVE system blower. Austgen 

was onsite on October I, 2003, and investigated the control programming for the systems. MWH reported 

that Austgen believes that the ethemet connection to the OFCA ISVE system was interrupted, causing the 

blower to not shut down appropriately. MWH reported that Austgen programmed additional controls into 

the logic so that the OFCA ISVE system blower shuts down immediately if the ethemet connection is lost. 

MWH also reported that it will meet with ACS supervisors to inform them about the ISVE system 

operation and hazards associated with the system. ACS also reported that it observed a similar situation 

on September 25, 2003. MWH reported that it was working on the ISVE system on that day but was 

unable to confirm ACS' observation. 

MWH reported that Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 shut down on September 30,2003, because of a low flow 

fault. On Wednesday, October I, 2003, Austgen disassembled the nozzles and flow switches on the 

scrubber unit; however, Austgen did not observe any clogs in these items. On Thursday, October 2, 2003, 

Austgen disassembled the recirculation pump for the scrubber and found a large piece of gasket material 

obstructing flow in the pipe on the impeller side of the pump. MWH reported that the gasket material was 

not the material that Ryan Construction had used during construction of the unit and that it did not know 

the origin ofthe material. MWH proceeded to bring the unit back online and resumed operation of the 

ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems until October I3, 2003, when the systems were shut down for 

the floor coating installation in the GWTP. Ryan Construction installed check valves in the ONCA SBPA 

and OFCA ISVE systems during the week of October 13, 2003. 

MWH reported that it replaced a 24-volt supply pack in Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 on October 22, 2003. 

MWH also reported that it has performed maintenance on several nozzles in Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2. 

MWH also reported that it added wave-guide liquid-level sensors in both ISVE system condensate 

knockout tanks. MWH operated both the ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems with Thermal 

Oxidizer Unit 2 during the reporting period. MWH reported that it measured the water levels in selected 

ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE system wells on October 1, 15, 23, and 28,2003, in accordance the 
health and safety protocol established in July 2003. 
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Ryan Construction completed installing the ventilation fan in the compressor room in the GWTP on October 
1, 2003. MWH reported that Ryan Constmction also completed miscellaneous piping activities in the 
GWTP for the nanofiltration unit during the week of September 29, 2003. MWH reported that the filters 
in the nanofiltration unit became clogged on October 9, 2003. MWH believes that the filters became 
clogged because ofthe activities associated with the startup of the unit. MWH replaced the filters during 
the week of October 20, 2003. Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for automatic 
operation of the nanofiltration unit. MWH reported that it is currently able to operate the unit in manual 
mode; however, it expects to be able to operate the unit automatically during the week ofNovember 3, 

2003. 

MWH operated the GWTP during the reporting period at a rate between 20 and 30 gpm. Simalabs 
collected samples from the GWTP for routine analysis. MWH did not operate the GWTP and the ISVE 
systems during the week of October 13, 2003, when US Floors applied an epoxy sealant to the G WTP 
floor. MWH also reported that it was not pumping water from the ONCA SBPA ISVE system dual phase 
extraction wells because of a control logic problem with the pneumatic pumps. MWH also reported that 
it has encountered problems with the pump at monitoring well MW -1 OC and will remove and inspect the 
pump. 

MWH reported that it has received the analytical data for the annual residential well sampling event that 
was conducted in September 2003. MWH reported that the data are currently being validated. MWH 
reported that the unvalidated data indicate that one semi-volatile organic compound, pentachlorophenol, 
was detected in the samples collected at PW-Y at 2. 7 parts per billion (ppb) and at PW -A at 15 ppb. 
MWH reported that the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this compow1d is 1 ppb. MWH reported 
that it will resample these wells if the validated results exceed the MCL. 

MWH reported that it has proposed chemical oxidation for the water table of the southeast area 
groundwater plume, probably using Fen ton's Reagent (or a modification thereof) rather than oxygen release 
compound (ORC). MWH reported that it is awaiting PRP group approval to apply chemical oxidation to 
the smear zone and free phase product in this location. MWH also reported that it anticipates implementing 
the chemical oxidation in the Spring of2004. MWH reported that is has not concluded the type of 
remediation it will propose for the contaminated groundwater in the southeast area. 

Attached are BVSPC weekly reports No. 135 through 139, correspondence, log book notes, and 
photographs of the daily activities. BYSPC s crew conducted oversight ofthe major field activities on 
October2 and 30,2003. BVSPC's crew attended two biweekly constmction coordination meetings at 
the site on October 2 and 30,2003. MWH held the biweekly constmction coordination meeting via 
conference call on October 16,2003, because of the inactivity at the site and floor coating installation. 

Topics of Concern: 
• ACS reported odors emanating from the ONCA SBP A ISVE system blower shed 

building #l on September 30, 2003. 
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Concern Resolution: 
• MWH reported that Austgen added controls to the system to prevent blower operation 

while the thermal oxidizer units are not operating. MWH also reported that it will meet 

with ACS supervisors to inform them about the ISVE system operation and hazards 
associated with the system. Ryan Construction installed check valves in the ONCA SBPA 

and OFCA ISVE systems to prevent the backtlow of vapors. 

Upcoming Activities: 
• Dave's Tree Service to remove overgrown brush from the perimeter of the OFCA on 

November 3, 2003. 
• 
• 

• 

Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 
MWH to remove and dispose ofthe investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 
well installation activities. 
Ryan Construction to modify piping in the GWTP and Thermal Oxidizer Unit 1 . 

Signature: -~L~e::.!.igt::o:h~P~e""'te::.!.rO!.s __ Date: November 3, 2003 
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Page 4 Monthly OSR No 34 

file:///projects/acs-raos/osr/2003/l


Weekly Oversight Summary Report No. 135 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Week of September 29, 2003. 
BVSPC 0/S Dates: October 2, 2003 (Ms. Peters). 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of 
Personnel 

Montgomery Watson Harza 2 

Black & Veatch Special I 
Projects Corp. 

Austgen 2 

Ryan Construction 1 

Simalabs 1 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 

Responsibility 

Respondent's General Contractor 

USEP A Oversight Contractor 

Electrical and General Contractor 

General Contractor 

GWTP Sampling Contractor 

• Montgomery Watson Harza reported that American Chemical Service employees 
observed odors coming from the On-Site Containment Area Still Bottoms Pond Area in­
situ soil vapor extraction system blower shed building# 1 on September 30,2003, after 
Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 shut down. 

• Austgen reprogrammed the control logic for the operation of the in-situ soil vapor 
extraction system blowers. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza measured water levels in select in-situ soil vapor extraction 
system wells. 

• Ryan Construction completed installing the ventilation fan in the compressor room. 
• Austgen continued working on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 

nanofiltration unit. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza held the biweekly construction coordination meeting on 
October 2, 2003. 

Activities Performed: 

Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that it received a phone call from Tom Froman of American 
Chemical Services (ACS) reporting that odors were observed around the On-Site Containment Area 
(ONCA) Still Bottoms Pond Area (SBP A) in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system on the evening of 
September 30, 2003. MWH reported that it logged into the control system and found that Thermal 
Oxidizer Unit 2 and the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower had shut down; however, the Off-Site 
Containment Area (OFCA) ISVE system blower continued to operate. With Themwl Oxidizer Unit 2 not 
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operating, the vapors from the OFCA ISVE system passed through the header system at the groundwater 

treatment plant (GWTP) back through the piping to the ONCA SBPA ISVE :;;ystem and into the blower 

shed. MWH reported that it did not have equipment installed in the ISVE systems to prevent backflow 

in the system. MWH reported that it immediately shut down the OFCA ISVE system blower. Austgen 

was onsite on October 1, 2003, and investigated the control programming for the systems. MWH reported 

that Austgen believes that the ethemet connection to the OFCA ISVE system was interrupted, causing the 

blower to not shut down appropriately. MWH reported that Austgen programmed additional controls into 

the logic so that the OFCA ISVE system blower shuts down immediately if the ethemet connection is lost. 

MWH also reported that it will meet with ACS supervisors to inform them about the ISVE system 

operation and hazards associated with the system. ACS also reported that it observed a similar situation 

on September25, 2003. MWH reported that it was working on the ISVE system on that day but was 

unable to confirm ACS' observation. 

MWH reported that Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2 shut down on September 30, 2003, because of a low flow 

fault. On Wednesday, October 1, 2003, Austgen disassembled the nozzles and flow switches on the 

scrubber unit; however, Austgen did not observe any clogs in these items. On Thursday, October 2, 2003, 

Austgen disassembled the recirculation pump for the scrubber and found a large piece of gasket material 

obstructing flow in the pipe on the impeller side of the pump. MWH reported that the gasket material was 

not the material that Ryan Construction had used during construction ofthe unit and that it did not know 

the origin of the material. MWH proceeded to bring the unit back online and resumed operation of the 

ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems. MWH reported that it measured the water levels in selected 

ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE system wells in accordance the health and safety protocol established 

in July 2003. 

Ryan Construction completed installing the ventilation fan in the compressor room in the GWfP. MWH 

reported that Ryan Construction also completed miscellaneous piping activities in the GWTP for the 

nanofiltration unit. MWH also reported that Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for 

automatic operation ofthe nanofiltration unit. MWH reported that it is currently able to operate the unit 

in manual mode; however, it expects to be able to operate the unit automatically next week. MWH 

reported that it was operating the GWTP at 26 gpm. 

MWH held the biweekly construction coordination meeting on October 2, 2003. 

Topics of Concern: 
ACS reported odors emanating from the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower shed 
building #I on September 30, 2003. 

Concern Resolution: 

• MWH reported that Austgen added controls to the system to prevent blower operation 

while the thermal oxidizer units are not operating. MWH also reported that it will meet 

with ACS supervisors to infom1 them about the ISVE system operation and hazards 
associated with the system. 
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Upcoming Activities: 
• US Floors to epoxy coat the GWTP floor on October 6, 2003. 
• Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 

Signature: 

MWH to remove and dispose of the investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 
well installation activities. 

Leigh Peters Date: October 9, 2003 

t: lprojects\acs-raos\osr\2003\1 0\0929. wpd 
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WEEKLY CONSTRUCTION MEETING MINUTES 
FOR OCTOBER 2, 2003 MEETING 

AMERICAN CHEMICAl. SERVICE, NPL SITE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 

MEETING llATE: Thursday, October 2, 2003 

MEETING TIME: 10:00 AM 

MEETING LOCATION: ACS Site- Site Trailer 

ATTENDEES: 

TOPICS: 

Kevin Adler- U.S. EPA 
Leigh Peters- BVSPC 
Lee Orosz - MWH 
Pete Vagt-MWH 
Rob Adan\s- MWH 
Chris Daly- MWH 

Health and Safety Summary 

P.2<3 

On September 301h, ACS personnel ob~-erved "odors" in the vicinity of the SBP A ISVE 

Blower Shed. MWH personnel investigated the claim and determined that the thermal 

oxidizer and. SPBA ISVE blower had shut down. However. the Off-Site Area ISVE 
blower had not shut down as it is supposed to based on the system control logic. The 

Off-Site Area ISVE blower was manually shut of£ Inspection of the interconnection 

piping indicated that when the themJal oxidizer shut down. it's influent valve also closed 
(as it is supposed to do). Because this valve was closed and the SBPA ISVE blower W"d.S 

also shut down. the air stream from the Off-Site Area Blower flowed backwards through 
the SBPA ISV.E blower effluent piping (whlcb connects to the thermal oxidizer) and 
discharged throu.gb the dilution inlet. It is believed that the Off-Site Area blower did not 
shut off due to a communications error resulting r:rom potential damage to the system's 

Ethernet network. The Indiana Department of Environmental Management (.IDEM) 

Project Manager, Prabhakar Kasarabada, will be notified of the "emergency" discharge 
i'fi'as re.quired by the state's regulations. 

No other health and safety incidents have occlDTed at the Site since the last meeting on 
September 18, 2003. Activities at the site during tbe past two weeks included the 
continued operation of the groundwater treatment plant (GWTP). operation of the Off­
Site Area In-situ Soil Vapor Extraction (fSVE) system and the Still Bottoms Pond Area 
(SBPA) ISVE system. and maintenance of eqLripment in the GWTP. 

Orou11dwater Trcatm.ent Plant CGWTPl Status 

The GWTP is currently operating at 26 gallons per min.ute (gpm). The activated sludge 
plant (ME-l 01) is operating ncar norn1al levels. The nanofiltralion unit has been installed 

Congr•·ucLion ,hkcting Mjnut~ 
October 2, 2003 M ccting 

October 7. ~QOCI ACS NPI. Site 
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and can be operated in 'Hand' mode. However, the control logic has not been completed 
so that the unit can operate in 'Auto' mode. Austgen Electric has been onsite during the 
past two weeks working on the el~trical connections and the control logic for the unit. 
Ryan Construction has been onsite during the past two weeks con.accting piping for the 
nanofiltration unit. 

The effiuent compliance sample for September was collected on September 30m and 
analyzed for volatile organic compounds (VOCs) and pH. 

U.S. Floors is scheduled to be on-site the week of October 601 to apply an epoxy coating 
to the floor of the GWTP. The GWTP will be shut down for a majority of that week to 
complete the work. 

Off-Site AreaJS»PA JSVE Systems 
Both ISVE systems have been operating continuously since August 271h with vapors .fron1 
both systems being treated by Thermal Oxidi.zer/SCl'Ubbcr Unit 2 (Therm Ox 2). The 
systems were shut down on September 22nct for routine maintenance. Thcnn Ox 2 was 
shut down from September 301li to October 2nd because of clogging that was found in the 
influent pump which c'Ut off flow to the unit. A potentially non-compliant discharge of 
vapors occurred due to this shut down and as discussed in the Healt.h and Safety section 
of these minutes. 

Lo ki Ahead 0 Di 
Week of October 6, 2003 • GWTP/BWES/PGCS operation 

• Off-Site ISVB operatiOJJ 
• SBPA ISVE operation 
• U.S. Floors to apply epoxy floor coating 

Week of September 29.2003 • GWTP/BWES/.PGCS operation 
- Off-Site ISVE operation • 

• SBPA ISVE operation 

Het1lth and Safety Items to Items include: 
Monitor • Chemical totes wiU have to be moved to 

accommodate U.S. Floors 

Next Bi-weekly Construction Meeting- Thursday, October 16, 2003, .10 a.m. 

JDrJRM 
J:\209\1)001 ACS\0202 MWA I'M\Mcct.ing Miuul~ 2003\Meeting Mimncs 10.l-03.tluc 

P.3~"3 
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O~:robcr 2, 2003 Mt:Ctini 
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Weekly Oversight Summary Report No. 136 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Week of October 6, 2003. 
BVSPC 0/S Dates: Cancelled because of limited site activities. 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of Responsibility 
Persormel I 

Montgomery Watson Harza 2 Respondent's General Contractor 

Austgen 1 Electrical Contractor 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 
• Montgomery Watson Harza reported that the filters in the nanofiltration unit have clogged. 
• Austgen continued working on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 

nanofiltration unit. 

Activities Performed: 
Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that it ordered check valves to be installed in the On-Site 
Containment Area (ONCA) Still Bottoms Pond Area (SBPA) and Off-Site Containment Area (OFCA) 
in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system blower piping to prevent backflow through the system. The 
installation of these valves is in response to the discharge of emissions from the OFCA ISVE system 
through the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower shed that was observed by American Chemical Services 
employees last week. MWH reported that Ryan Construction will install the check valves next week after 
they arrive. 

MWH reported that the filters for the nanofiltration unit have clogged. MWH believes that the rapid 
clogging ofthe filters may be associated with the startup of the unit. MWH also reported that replacement 
tl.lters will be delivered and installed next week. Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for 
automatic operation ofthe nanofiltration unit. 

MWH reported that the OFCA and ONCA SBPA ISVE systems operated consistently since October 
2, 2003. MWH also reported that it was operating the groundwater treatment plant (GWTP) at 30 gpm, 
pulling from all sources except for the ONCA SBP A ISVE system dual phase extraction wells. MWH 
reported that it encountered a control logic problem with the pneumatic pumps for these wells; however, 
Austgen was working on repairing the logic. MWH reported that US Floors postponed the sealant 
application to the G WTP f1oors to October 13, 2003, because of a scheduling conflict. 

Page 1 
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Topics of Concern: 
• ACS reported odors emanating from the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower shed 

building #1 on September 30, 2003. 

Concern Resolution: 
• MWH reported that Austgen added controls to the system to prevent blower operation 

while the thermal oxidizer units are not operating. MWH also reported that it will meet 
with ACS supervisors to inform them about the ISVE system operation and hazards 
associated with the system. Ryan Construction is scheduled to install check valves in the 
ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems to prevent the backflow ofvapors. 

Upcoming Activities: 
• US Floors to epoxy coat the GWTP floor on October 13,2003. 
• Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 
• MWH to remove and dispose of the investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 

well installation activities. 

Signature: Leigh Peters Date: October 17, 2003 

t: \projects\acs-raos \osr\2003 I I 01 I 006. wpd 
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Weekly Oversight Summary Report No. 137 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Week of October 13, 2003. 
BVSPC 0/S Dates: Cancelled because of limited site activities. 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of Responsibility 

Personnel 

Montgomery Watson Harza 3 Respondent's General Contractor 

US Floors 3 Flooring Contractor 

Ryan Construction 2 General Contractor 

Austgen 1 Electrical Contractor 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 

I 

• Montgomery Watson Harza reported that it measured the grow1dwater levels in select On­

Site Containment Area Still Bottoms Pond Area and Off-Site Containment Area in-situ soil 
vapor extraction system wells. 

• Ryan Construction installed check valves in the On-Site Containment Area Still Bottoms 

Pond Area and Off-Site Containment Area in-situ soil vapor extraction systems. 
• Austgen continued working on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 

nanofiltration unit. 

US Floors installed an epoxy sealant on the groundwater treatment plant floors. 
• Montgomery Watson Harza held the biweekly construction coordination meeting at the site 

on October 16, 2003. 

Activities Performed: 
Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that it measured the water levels in selected On-Site 
Containment Area (ONCA) Still Bottoms Pond Area (SBPA) and Off-Site Containment Area (OFCA) 

in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system wells on October 15,2003. MWH reported that it measured 
the water levels in selected ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE system wells in accordance with the health 
and safety protocol established in July 2003. 

Ryan Construction installed check valves in the ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems blower piping 

to prevent backflow through the system. The installation of these valves is in response to the discharge of 

emissions from the OFCA ISVE system through the ONCA SBPA ISVE sys.tem blower shed that was 

observed by American Chemical Services employees on September 30. 2003. 
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US Floors repaired and installed an epoxy sealant on the concrete floor in the groundwater treatment plant 

(GWTP). MWH ceased operating the GWTP and the ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE systems on 

Monday, October 13,2003, in preparation for the sealant installation. MWH reported that it will resume 

operating the systems on Monday, October 20, 2003, after the floor coating has had sufficient time to cure. 

MWH reported that Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 

nanofiltration unit. 

MWHreported that Dave's Tree Service will be on-site on October28, 2003, for two days to remove 

overgrown brush and vegetation located along the south and west perimeter of the OFCA. 

MWH held the biweekly construction coordination meeting via conference call on October 16, 2003, 

because of the inactivity at the site and floor coating installation. 

Topics of Concern: 
• ACS reported odors emanating from the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower shed 

building #1 on September 30, 2003. 

Concern Resolution: 
• MWH reported that Austgen added controls to the system to prevent blower operation 

while the thermal oxidizer units are not operating. MWH als.o reported that it will meet 

with ACS supervisors to inform them about the ISVE system operation and hazards 

associated with the system. Ryan Construction installed check valves in the ONCA SBP A 

and OFCA ISVE systems to prevent the backflow of vapors. 

Upcoming Activities: 
• Dave's Tree Service to remove overgrown brush from the perimeters of the 0 FCA on 

October 28, 2003. 
• 
• 

Signature: 

Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 

MWH to remove and dispose of the investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 

well installation activities. 

Leigh Peters Date: October 17, 2003 
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WEEKLY CONSTRUCTION :MEETING MINUTES 
FOR OCTOBER 16, 2003 MEETING 

AMERICAN CHEWCAL SERVICE, NPL SITE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 

MEETING DATE: Thursday, October 16,2003 

MEETiNG TIME: 10:00 AM 

MEETING LOCATION: Conference Call 

ATTENDEES: 

TOPICS: 

Kevin Adler- U.S. EPA 
Leigh Peters- BVSPC 
Mark Travers - Environ 
Lee Orosz - MWH 
Pete Vagt- MWH 
Rob Adams- MWH 

Health and Safety SummarY 
As part of the groundwater treatment plant (GWTP) floor re-coaling process, three 
chemical storage totes were moved by fork truck. The totes contained phosphoric acid, 
ammonia hydroxide, and defoamer. The totes were moved without any health and safety 
concerns. Due to the vapors from the floor coating process, the GWTP's doors are open 

and the ventilation fans arc on to disperse the vapors. 

Water levels were gauged on October 15, 2003 as part of the in-situ soil vapor extraction 
system monitoring. Air monitoring was conducted and results indicated that there were 
no elevated readings. There were no other health and safety concerns associated with this 
activity. 

Th.crc have been no other health and safety concerns at the Site since the last meeting on 
October 2, 2003. 

Groundwater Treatment Plant CGWTP) Status 
The GWTP was operated at 26 gallons per minute (gpn1) until October 131

" when the 
system wa..:; taken off line to re-coat the treatment pant's 11oor. U.S. Floors began the 

floor rc-eoating process on October I31
h and arc expected to be finished on October 171h. 

The GWTP will be brought back on line on October 20m. 

Austgen Electric was also on site during the past two weeks to update control logic that 
will further integrate operation of the nanofilter and the GWTP. 

Off-Site Area/SBPA ISVE Systems 

Both 1SVE systems were operating unti I October 13t'' when the system was taken off line 

to re-coat the treatment plant's tloor. The GWTP floor re-coatiug is expected to be 

ConsLrucliQQ M!<.~~tin;"'g~M;:'i":"nu=re""""s _____ _:O~c~ro~b~er..:::2-L:I,.._.::2:!!:00~J~-----------6o.!C~S~NP~L~S!.!I£itc 
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completed on. October l71
h and the TSVE systems will be brought b.ack on line on October 

2QT11, 

On October l51
h and 16th Ryan Construction was on site to install check valves in the 

dilution piping of each lSVE system. The check valves vrill prevent vapors from backing 

up and discharging through the dilution air inlets during cmergenci(:s. 

Austgcn Electric also updated the control logic of both ISVE systems. The revised logic 

will shut down the blowers if they do not receive a posit1ve signal from the thermal 

oxidation (therm-ox) units that the thenn-ox units are operating. 

Dewatering Progress 
The figures from the Last Monthly Status Report depicting water Jevels in the On-Site and 
Off-Site Areas show that the water levels in both areas have risen two to three feet during 

August and September while the GWTP was operating ill recirculation mode. 

MWH believes that the water levels are up in the On~Site Area due to infiltration while 

the water levels in the Off-Site Area have only become leveled. The apparent 1ncrease in 
the water elevation in the Off-Site Area occurred because the piezometers are •.,cated 

close to the extraction trenches. Water levels ·JTom the air sparge points were coiJected on 

October 15th and indicate that the water level in the vicinity of the Off-Site ISVE system 

rose less than six inches. 

L k" h d oo me. A ea 
Week of October 20,2003 • Restart G WTP/BWES!PGCS 

• Restart Off-Site and SBPA ISYE Systems 

• Austgen to finali1.e na.nofilter control logic 
programming 

Week of October 27, 2003 • GWTP/BWES!PGCS operation 

• Off-Site ISVE operation 

• SBP A ISVE operation 

• Dave's Tree Service will remove trees and brush 
from the Off-S.ite Area perimeter fence. 

Health and Safety Items to Items include: 
Monitor • Reinforce adherence to proper health and safety 

procedures for tTee removal with Dave's Tree 
Service 

Next 'Bi-weekly Construction ·Meeting - Thursday, October 30, 2003, 10 a.m. 

RAA/JDP 
\\Uschils-servcrl\jobs\209\0601 ACS\0202 MWt\ PM\Mccting Minutes 2003\Mti:ting Minutes l0·16-0.3.dnc 
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Weekly Oversight Summary Report No. 138 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Week of October 20, 2003. 

BVSPC 0/S Dates: Cancelled because of limited site activities. 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of Responsibility 

Personnel 

Montgomery Watson Harza 2 Respondent's General Contractor 

Austgen 1 General Contractor 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 
• Montgomery Watson Harza resumed operating the groundwater treatment plant. 

• Austgen continued working on the programming logic for automatic operation of the 

nanofiltration unit. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza replaced a 24-volt supplier pack to Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2. 

Activities Performed: 
Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that US Floors completed applying the epoxy sealant to the 

floor in the groundwater treatment plant (G WTP) last Friday, October 17,2003. MWH reported that it 

resumed operating the G WTP by the end ofthe day on Tuesday, October 21, 2003. MWH also reported 

that the GWTP was operating at 20 gpm and that it would increase the rate once the system has operated 
for a sustained period. 

MWH reported that Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. MWH 
also reported that it replaced the nanofilters in the unit that had been clogged after system startup. 

MWH reported that it resumed operating the On-Site Containment Area (ONCA) Still Bottoms Pond 

Area (SBPA) and Off-Site Containment Area (OFCA) in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) systems; 

however, it observed that a 24-volt supplier pack to Thermal Oxidizer Unil2 had become defective. 

MWH replaced the supplier pack and resumed operating the ISVE systems on Wednesday, October 22, 

2003. MWH reported that it measured the ONCA SBPA and OFCA ISVE system water levels on 
October 23, 2003. 

MWH reported that Dave's Tree Service will be on-site on October 28,2003, for two days to remove 

overgrown brush and vegetation located along the south and west perimeters of the OFCA. 

Topics of Concern: 
• None to report. 

Page 1 
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Concern Resolution: 
• None to report. 

Upcoming Activities: 
• Dave's Tree Service to remove overgrown brush from the perimeter of the OFCA on 

October 28, 2003. 

• Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 
• MWH to remove and dispose ofthe investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 

well installation activities. 

Signature: Leigh Peters Date: October 31, 2003 

t: \projects\acs-raos\osr\2003\J 0\1020. wpd 
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Weekly OSf<. No I )8 

file:///proJecls
file:///acs-raos
file:///osr/2003/I0/I020


Weekly Oversight Summary Report No. 139 
ACS Superfund Site WA57, 46526.238 

Reporting Period: Week of October 27, 2003. 
BVSPC 0/S Dates: October 30,2003 (Mr. Campbell). 

Personnel Summary Affiliation No. of 
Personnel 

Responsibility 

Montgomery Watson Harza 2 Respondent's General Contractor 

Indiana Department of 1 State Regulatory Agency 
Environmental Management 

Black & Veatch Special 1 USEP A Oversight Contractor 
Projects Corp. 

Simalabs 1 GWTP Sampling Contractor 

Austgen 2 Electrical Contractor 

Construction Activities 

Major Activities: 

I 

• Simalabs collected the monthly compliance sample from the groundwater treatment plant 
on October 29, 2003. 

• Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for the nanofiltration unit at the 
groundwater treatment plant. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza installed wave-guide liquid-level measuring instruments in both 
in-situ soil vapor condensate knockout tanks. 

• Montgomery Watson Harza held the biweekly construction coordination meeting at the site 
on October 30, 2003. 

Activities Performed: 
Montgomery Watson Harza (MWH) reported that it resumed operating the groundwater treatment plant 
(GWTP) on October21, 2003. MWH also reported that Simalabs collected compliance samples from 
the G WTP on October 29,2003. MWH reported that it is pumping groundwater from the barrier wall 
extraction system, the perimeter groundwater containment system, and monitoring well MW-56. MWH 

reported that it was having difficulty pumping from monitoring well MW -1 OC and that it will remove and 

inspect the pump. MWH also reported that it is not pumping from the On-Site Containment Area ( ONCA) 
Still Bottoms Pond Area (SBPA) in-situ soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system dual phase extraction (DPE) 
wells. MWH reported that it plans to pump the water from the DPE wells into the condensate knockout 
tank in the ONCA SBPA ISVE system blower shed building# 1. 

Page 1 
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MWH reported that Austgen continued to work on the programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. MWH 

reported that it expects the nanofiltration unit to begin operating in automatic mode during the week of 

November 3, 2003. 

MWH continued to operate the ONCA SBP A and Off-Site Containment Area (OFCA) ISVE system, 

processing vapors in Thermal Oxidizer Unit 2. MWH reported that it perfomted maintenance on some of 

the nozzles for the oxidizer. MWH also reported that it added wave-guide liquid-level sensors in the ISVE 

system condensate knockout tanks. Observed MWH and Austgen adjusting the setpoints for the liquid­

level sensors. 

MWH reported that it has received the analytical data for the annual residential well sampling event that 

was conducted in September 2003. MWH reported that the data are currently being validated. MWH 

reported that the unvalidated data indicate that one semi-volatile organic compound, pentachlorophenol, 

was detected in the samples collected at PW-Y at 2. 7 parts per billion (ppb) and at PW -A at 15 ppb. 

MWH reported that the maximum contaminant level (MCL) for this compound is 1 ppb. MWH reported 

that it will resample these wells if the validated results exceed the MCL. 

MWH reported that it has proposed chemical oxidation for the water table of the southeast area 

groundwater plume, probably using Fen ton's Reagent (or a modification thereof) rather than oxygen release 

compound (ORC). MWH reported that it is awaiting PRP group approval to apply chemical oxidation to 

the smear zone and free phase product in this location. MWH also reported that it anticipates implementing 

the chemical oxidation in the Spring of2004. MWH reported that is has not concluded the type of 

remediation it will propose for the contaminated groundwater in the southeast area. 

MWH reported that Dave's Tree Service will be onsite to remove the brush and tress located along the 

perimeter of the OFCA on November 3, 2003. 

MWH held the biweekly construction coordination meeting on October 30,2003. MWH reported that 

the next meeting will be held at the site on November 20, 2003. 

Topics of Concern: 
• None to report. 

Concern Resolution: 
• None to report. 

Upcoming Activities: 

• Dave's Tree Service to remove overgrown brush from the perimeter of the OFCA on 

November 3, 2003. 
• 
• 

• 

Signature: 

Austgen to complete programming logic for the nanofiltration unit. 

MWH to remove and dispose of the investigation-derived waste drums from monitoring 

well installation activities. 

Ryan Construction to modify piping in the GWTP and Thermal Oxidizer Unit I. 

Leigh Peters Date: October 3 J:, 2003 
t: \projects\ocs-raos\osr\2003\ I 0\ I 027. wpd 
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WEEKLY CONSTRUCTlON MEETING MINUTES 
FOR OCTOBER 30, 2003 MEETING 

AMERICAN CHEMICAL SERVICE, NPL SlTE 
GRIFFITH, INDIANA 

MEETING DATE: Thursday, October 30,2003 

MEETING TIME: 10:00 AM 

MEETING LOCATION: Conference Call 

ATTENDEES: 

TOPICS: 

Kevin Adler- U.S. EPA 
Prabhakar Kasarabada- IDEM 
Larry Campbell- BVSPC 
Pete Vabrt- M\VH 
Lee Orosz - MWH 
Todd Lewis- MWH 
Rob Adams- MWii 
Chad Smith - MWH 
Chris Daly- MWH 
Jon Pohl - MWH 

Health and Safety Summary 
There have been no health and safety concerns at the Site since the last construction 
meeting on October 16, 2003. Activities at the site have included completion of the floor 
coating in the groundwater 1Teatment plant (GWTP), operation of the GWTP, operation 
of the Off-Site Area in-site soil vapor extraction (ISVE) system and the Still Bottoms 
Pond Area (SBPA) ISVE system, upgrading on the GWTP's control logic, and collecting 
water levels across the site. 

Groundwater Treatment Plant (QWTP) Status 
The GWTP is currently operating at 25 gallons per mlnute (gpm). U.S. Floors completed 
applying an epoxy floor coating on October 17th. Cleaning activities were perfonned in 
the plant on October 20tl1 and the GWTP was brought back on line on October 21 51

• The 
GWTP has been drawing water ftom the Off-Site Area Barrier Wall Extraction System 
(BWES), the On-Site Area {BWES}, the Perimeter Groundwater Containment System 
(PGCS), and monitoring well MW-56. Water is not being drawn from monitoring well 
MW-1 OC because the pump in this well is currently not operating. The pump will be 
removed from the well and inspected on October 301li. 

The October effluent compliance sample for the GWTP was collected on October 29t11 • 

Austgen Electric was on site during the past two weeks to update control logic that will 
further integrate operation of the nanofiHer and the GWTP. Austgeu was also updating 
the logic for the new pressure transducers in T -1 01 and other components ofth.is tank. 

ConstruGtion Mecljng Minutes Noycrubcr 4. 2003 
October 30, 2003 Meeting Pa.g!! I 
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Groundwater level measurements were collected across the site on October 23rd and 28th. 

Off-Site Arc..11SBP A ISVE Systems 
Both lSVE systems were brought back online on October 21st after the completion of the 
floor coating and minor maintenance on Thermal Oxidizer/Scrubber Unit 2 (Therm Ox 
2). Both ISVE systems have been operating continuously since October 2ls1

• 

The new level sensors that were installed in the SBPA and Off-Site blower shed knockout 
tanks will be calibrated on October 30tll. 

Private Well Sampling 
Unvalidatcd laboratory data for the residential well sampling perfom1ed in September has 
been received by MWH. The results indicate that pentachloropbenol exceeded the 
Maximum Contaminant Limit (MCL) of l part per billion (ppb) for t:hjs compound in two 
residential wells. The wells were PW-Y at 2.7 ppb and PW-A at 15 ppb. The people 
renting the house at the PW-Y location indicated that the property was supplied. by City 
water. MWH is verifying this with the property owner. The residents at the PW-A 
location indicated they drink bottled water and not the well water. MWH wiU propose 
resampling these sites pending the results of the data validation. U.S. EPA will issue 
letters to the residents of all the wells sampled once they have reviewed the data. 

ORC 
MWH is still waiting for approval from the PRP Group to move forward with the 
chemical oxidation work in the southeast plume. Tentative plans include using .Fenton's 
Reagent or a modified Fenton's Reagent instead of ORC for this work. lbis change in 
chemical is because ORC is not typically as effective at treating contamination in the 
smear .zone as Fenton's Reagent. lb.c work is antidpated to occur in the spring of 2004 
when the watertable is expected to be at the annual high elevation in the upper aquifer. 

Construction Meeting Miputcs ACS NPLSile 
October 30, 2003 Meeting 
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L k" Ah d oo mg ea 
Week of November 3, 2003 • GWTP!BWES/PGCS operation 

• Off-Site and SBPA ISVE Systems operation 

• Dave's Tree Service will be trimming down the 
fence line in the Off-Site Area 

• Ryan Construction will be installing piping around 
the thennal oxidizer units 

Week ofNovember 10, 2003 • GWTP/BWES/PGCS operation 

• Off-Site JSVE operation 

• SBP A ISVE operation 

Health and Safety Items to Items include: 
Monitor • Reinforce adherence to proper health and safety 

procedures for tree removal with Dave's Tree 
Service 

• Ryan Construction work in tight spaces around the 
thennal oxidizer llnits .. Thermal oxidizers will be 
shut down during this work. 

Next Construction Meeting- Thw·sday, November 20, 2003, 10 a.m .. 

JDPIRANI'N 
J:\209\0601 A(:S\0202 MWA I'M\Mcctmg MinutQ 2003\Mccting MinutQ 10-30.03_RAA.doc 
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Submittal Schedule for ACS Report 

Report Name Submittal Date 
RTCs for SBPA Interim Cover 
CCR November 18, 2003 . 
RTCs for Off-Site ISVE CCR November 25, 2003 
Off-Site Area Final Cover CCR December 19, 2003 
RTCs Off-Site ISVE Modification 
Memo December :3, 2003 
RTCs for Fourth Quarter 2002 
GWTP Monitoring Report December 30 2003 
SBPA ISVE System CCR January 23J 2004 
RTCs for First Quarter 2003 
Treatment Systems Monitoring 
Re_Qort December 9, 2003 
RTCs for 2002 ISVE Monitoring 
Report December 9, 2003 

JOP 
J:\209\0601 ACS\0202 rs-NA PM\1 
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Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj . #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #1 
Date: 10-02-03 Time: 09:11 
Photographer: Leigh Peters 

Description: Photo facing east showing the new 
ventilation fan installed in the a1r 
compressor room in the G WTP. 

Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj. #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #2 
Date: 10-02-03 Time: 09:25 
Photographer: Leigh Peters 
Description: Photo facing south showing Austgen 

working on clearing the piping for Thermal 
Oxidizer Unit 2. 



Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj . #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #3 
Date: 10-30-03 Time: 10:40 
Photographer: Larry Campbell 
Description: Photo facing west showing the new wave 

guide liquid level instrument installed in the 
OFCA ISVE system condensate knockout 
tank. 

Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj. #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #4 
Date: 10-30-03 Time: I 0:50 
Photographer: Larry Campbell 

Description: Photo facing west showing the trees and 
brush to be removed from the western 
portion of the OFCA engineered cover. 



Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj. #: 46526 
Roll: 49 
Date: I 0-3 0-03 

Photo #5 
Time: 11:05 

Photographer: Larry Campbell 

Description: Photo facing northwest showing the 

geonetting, filter fabric, and riprap placed 
over the catch basin to minimize gravel 
erosion near SVE-80. 

Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj. #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #6 
Date: 10-30-03 Time: 11:15 
Photographer: Larry Campbell 

Description: Photo facing southeast showing the north 

end of the nanofiltration unit installed in the 
GWTP. 



Site: American Chemical Services, Inc. 
Proj. #: 46526 
Roll: 49 Photo #7 
Date: 10-30-03 Time: 11:15 
Photographer: Larry Campbell 
Description: Photo facing northeast showing the south 

end of the nanofiltration unit installed in the 
GWTP. 




